OTTAWA POLICE SERVICE

RIDEAU-GOULBOURN

Weekly Activity Update: Jan. 1/12 to Jan. 7/12
Patrol Officers in the Rideau/Goulbourn area responded to 47 general calls for service from the public for the reporting period of Jan. 1st to Jan. 7th. From these calls for service the following is a partial breakdown of incidents by Community:

· Stonebridge: 1 B&E

· Manotick: 1 B&E

· Kars: 1 Mischief

· Ashton: 1 B&E

In addition to the calls for service, patrol officers are also proactively enforcing the Highway Traffic laws, responding to false 9-1-1 and alarm calls, and assisting the Ottawa Fire, Paramedics and By-law services.

BREAK AND ENTER OF A DIFFERENT KIND. Shortly past midnight on New Year’s Day, officers were dispatched to a residence in Constance Bay after a homeowner overheard what sounded like someone trying to break into her garage.
As patrol officers quickly but cautiously navigated their way through the darkness dispatchers’ continued to stream over the airways the 911-caller’s observations to the police cruisers. Filling the cab were the familiar ‘bing’s’ and ‘squawk’s’ of the computer and radio as they took in the bits and pieces of data that made up the bigger picture.
In addition to the complex steering and navigational processes of driving a vehicle the officer’s mind collected up the caller’s data and stitched them together to form a mental picture of the situation at ground zero.
Through the cold night air flew the caller’s real time observations: I can hear banging and knocking sounds coming from the wall; there were three to four knock on the wall but now all is quiet; there are more sounds like banging noises coming from the attic; someone is hitting a wall; me and my family are feeling quite scared; my husband thinks it might be….some kind of animal in the attic.
Upon pulling up on scene police officers search the property and then made their way into the house. 
As the officers homed in on the odd noises that reverberated through the walls an officer pokes his head into the attic space and found the supporting evidence to their suspicions—animal feces. 
Confident that the mystery had been solved the officer scribbles down one final message from the dispatcher and hands it to the caller—it was the telephone number for pest control.

SIGN OF THE TIMES. A complainant travelling through Constance Bay called police on Monday afternoon, Jan. 2nd, after she observed two young males attempting to load a street sign into the truck of their car. 
After circling around a couple of times the complainant successfully takes note of the car’s licence plate number and street sign names: Constance Bay Rd. and Baillie Ave.
Upon hearing about the theft incident from police the registered owner of the vehicle immediately got in contact her son and instructed him to return the car.
Once home, the teen explained to his parents and police that he and his friend had spotted the sign lying at the side of the road and decided to take it with them without realizing the significance of the signs and the role that it played in the community.

HAPPY NEW YEAR DEER. Now that 2011 has come and gone it’s time to grind up the numbers to make some ‘dollars and cents’ on how these collisions impact our communities. 
By taking the average cost of a single deer-vehicle collision in Canada, $6,600, as reported in a 2010 vehicle insurance study, and multiplying it with the total number of deer strikes, 284, from rural west Ottawa, we can see that the total monetary cost of these deer-vehicle collisions to society is substantial: $1,874,400. It is important to note that this figure does not include the costs of lost wages, medical care, and physical and mental pain.
Looking at this problem from a national perspective, according to a 2008 study released by a major insurance company approximately 60,000 Canadian drivers hit a deer each year with Ontarians leading the way with about 14,000 collisions. This study projected that 50 drivers and passengers would die in collisions with deer annually, and thousands would be injured. 
As the study indicates “it is a costly part of car insurance: [the] economic toll of the deer/vehicle conflict in Canada is about $400 million. In 2010, in the Thunder Bay area, there were an estimated 640 to 850 deer/vehicle collisions, resulting in 42 injuries.”
So, with that said, the first week of 2012 started like this: week one netted three collisions in rural west Ottawa with two coming from West Carleton and one from Rideau-Goulbourn. 
The score stands at 2 to 1 in favor of Rideau-Goulbourn.


Break and Enter
Jan. 2
Island View Drive, Manotick: A 17-yr-old male from Manotick was charged on Sun., Jan. 1 for a residential break and enter that took place sometime during the early evening hours on Sat. Dec. 31.
The initial investigation revealed that an unidentified suspect had entered into the house through an unlocked door and stole a 42” LCD TV, an xbox-360, a laptop, some jewelry, and a safe.
During the course of the investigation a teenage suspect, who was known by the family, admitted to stealing the items and pawning them off.
As the Ottawa Police Service continues to investigate this and other B&Es in the Rideau-Goulbourn ward, homeowners are asked to remain vigilant for suspicious activity and to lock your doors. 
Anyone with information can either call the Ottawa Police Service West B&E unit at 613-236-1222 or Crime Stoppers at 613-233-TIPS (8477), or toll free at 1-800-222-8477.
Remember, Crime Stoppers does not subscribe to call display and you identify remains anonymous. 
Jan. 2
Sunita Crescent, Stonebridge: Several homes under construction were broken into and vandalized during the weekend of Fri., Dec. 30. 
The unidentified culprits forced their way into the houses by kicking in the garage doors and committed minor acts of mischief; holes were kicked into the drywall and garbage and debris were thrown about.
Just after midnight on New Year’s Day loud banging noises was overheard and three youths were observed running away from the homes. 
Later that morning a witness looked into the suspicious midnight activity and found that some windows had been broken.
Jan. 7
Flewellyn Road, Ashton: A locked storage shed was broken into sometime between Dec. 30 and Jan. 6 by an unidentified culprit. 
Nothing was taken from inside of the shed; however, a vehicle was stolen out of the backyard.
The owner stated that the shed door was pried open using some sort of tool.

Mischief:
Jan. 5
Cherrystone Drive, Kars: A homeowner reported that her house was egged by unidentified youths at around 10 p.m. on Thursday evening. 
The homeowner became aware of the incident when she overheard banging noises coming from the front of her house. When she looked out to investigate she did not see anyone in the area, but noticed smashed eggs on her front door and porch. 
She suspects that the youths disappeared down the recreational pathway after they pitched the eggs at her house.
It was noted that the latest egging incident was the second of such incidents in the past two weeks. 
 
Make the right Call:

The Rideau/Goulbourn Police Centre is located at 1131 Clapp Lane in Manotick and can be reached at 236-1222 ext. 2314. The Centre is a “community problem-solving centre” and is responsible for the delivery of the Ottawa Police crime prevention programs.  

It is important to note that the Manotick CPC is not an emergency response centre and that we do not dispatch cars to complaints or crimes in progress. When these situations arise, it is important to know the numbers to call for an appropriate response:


· 911 – for life-threatening emergencies or crimes in progress;

· 613-230-6211 – other emergencies, i.e.: suspicious incident or disturbance;

· 613-236-1222, ext. 7300 – the O.P.S. call centre, to report a theft, missing person or stolen vehicle; and

· 311 – for Bylaw Dispatch Services.


All of these numbers along with other useful information can be found in the red pages at the front of your residential directory.
If you have any information regarding any criminal activity, call Crime Stoppers at 613-233-TIPS (8477), or toll free at 1-800-222-8477.

Finally, if you are ever in doubt as to whether or not you should call police, or you cannot remember the non-emergency numbers, call 9-1-1.  The caring and professional 9-1-1 Call Takers will steer you in the right direction.

