Munster Community Association
[image: image1.png]Your ity
Councillor

Janet Stavinga

City Councillor, Goulbourn Ward

Cty of Ottawa

110 Laurier Ave West, Ottawa ON K1P 1J1
Tol: 580-2476 » Fax: 580-2516
Janet.Stavinga@ottawa.ca




Newsletter – Fall 2004
.

New President

I’m going to do something now that I’ve been looking forward to for quite some time. Specifically, it gives me great pleasure to announce that you are finally getting a decent President. Peter Smith, our outstanding Social Director has agreed to become our outstanding President.

I thought this day might never come, but I am writing my last report in the position of President. It turns out that the desperate plea I made in the newsletter before last did indeed yield results. Peter wanted to wrap up the Patio Party before moving on, and he made it the most successful event in some time. Now he is ready and eager to provide the kind of dynamic leadership that Munster has sorely missed during my interregnum.

Let me give you just a little example of the kind of creative ideas and “out of the box” thinking that Peter inspires. At the last Executive Meeting we were reviewing the progress made on our sewage pipeline, and it was noted that it was right on schedule. In fact it seems that it will probably be in commission before the annual winter sewage hauling derby starts. That will certainly be welcome news for all of us who have grown weary of seeing our poop trucked back through town for one last smelly curtain call. Upon hearing this status report, Peter immediately asked if we were going to do something special to celebrate. Like perhaps we could invite a local celebrity or politician to inaugurate the system by making a deposit and doing the first flush! Or perhaps we could stress test the installation by having Mexican food one day, and then sending something really “special” down the line at a specific time the next day. Perhaps we could combine the two and have a 

“Celebrity Poop Flush Fest”! There are obviously all sorts of possibilities, and let me assure you that Peter is just the individual we need to think up and organize something truly suitable for this momentous occasion. 

New Social Director

The only flaw in this move seemed  that it would leave us with a vacancy in the Social Director’s position.  However Dave McKnight one of our Members at Large has volunteered to take on this position.  As one Volunteer is better than ten pressed men (or women) the Executive welcome him wholeheartedly.  Thanks Dave!  This means we have a vacancy for a Member at Large – call Peter if you are interested in  joining our Executive.

Procrastinator to the end!

The deadline for submissions for this edition of the Newsletter was September 12th. As those of you who have read my drivel faithfully know well, I am an expert at only one thing… procrastination!  It should therefore come as no surprise that I am typing these words at the last possible moment on the evening before the deadline. It seemed appropriate to at least mention how long you’ve had to put up with me, but I couldn’t recall a particular date offhand. Normally I don’t interrupt the flow of creative energy to stop and check actual facts (they can be so inconvenient) but this one time I wanted to be accurate, so I consulted my Presidential Archives. These are a single stack of papers nearly 3 feet high organized loosely by date. By that I mean that I just keep putting stuff on the pile as I receive it, so the oldest material generally resides at the bottom near the floor. Sure enough I found what I was looking for (along with some monster dust-bunnies) about an inch from the bottom (I was a Member at Large for a year, and then Secretary for 6 months). The relevant document is the Minutes for the MCA Executive meeting held September 12th, 1994, which officially documented my being drafted into service at about 8 PM. Thus I’ve been shirking this job for exactly 10 years, right down to the day, the hour, and who knows, possibly even the minute.

Thanks to a Great Executive

Fortunately for the community, almost all the work in the MCA is done by the other members of the Executive. As President, I’ve been privileged to be associated with a series of hard working volunteers during the past decade who have done an incredible job.  Let me say Munster has been well served. The MCA is recognized in this region as being the gold standard for community associations. It is tempting to try and list some of the outstanding individuals who have worked so hard to achieve this, but such an effort would certainly be incomplete. I’ll just confine myself to saying THANK YOU ALL; you make Munster a wonderful place to live.

Blaine Agnew

President

Membership Drive

It is time, once again, for the Munster Community Association's annual membership drive. Canvassing for the annual membership fee of $8.00 per household will be taking place over the next few weeks.

The proceeds from the membership drive are the primary source of funds for the MCA and they enable the MCA to continue with the initiatives that it has undertaken in the past. MCA initiatives include, for example: publishing the annual Telephone Directory and quarterly Newsletter; providing a visit from Santa Claus on Christmas Eve; coordinating the maintenance of the community skating rink and tennis/basketball courts; and organizing youth dances and other social events such as the Winter Carnival and the Patio Party. So, when your canvasser calls, please take the time to renew your MCA membership. 

Carmen Thompson

Membership Director

838-5733
Social Director’s Report

4th Annual Munster Patio Party at Saunders Farm 

If you missed it, you missed the best ever MPP.  “ Mid Life Crisis”  (the band) played some very solid favorites, which got Munster dancing all night long.  Thanks goes out to Peter Read and his band.  We had record attendance this year and all of the proceeds are helping programs right here in Munster.

Thanks go out to the volunteers, which include bar staff, setup people, sandwich & snack people, ticket sellers & clean up people. Special thanks goes to someone who nagged me to get a band instead of a D.J.   You know who you are.  I would also like to thank Saunders farm for hosting the event and providing a 1st class venue.   

I’ve decided to hand the Social director’s reins over to some fresh blood. I’ve been Social director for 5 years now and it’s time we give someone else the opportunity to plan the social events for Munster Community Association. Many thanks to Dave McKnight for volunteering for this position – with his many years of experience in event planning I know he will do an excellent job.  If you would like to run for the position of Member at Large, call me and I will answer any questions you may have.  

That’s it for now. If you would like to volunteer or if your high school teenager needs some community hours call me at 838-3995 or email me at ppksmith@magma.ca.  You could also call Dave McKnight at 838-9928.
Peter Smith

Past Social Director and now President

Bring on the Adventure!

Scouting About- in Munster 

Scouting is up and running in Munster with a large Beaver Colony and a good size Cub Pack. Activities are underway weekly Monday at 6:00 PM for Beavers and Tuesday at 7:00 PM for Cubs.

Camp

A Fall camp is being planned, the annual Beaver fall sleepover, and many more fun activities.

Leaders Needed

We have most of the Leaders needed but still need a couple more, and some parent volunteers as back-up.

Group Committee

If you would like to support Scouting but aren’t available every Monday or Tuesday, or are not interested in camping, there are a few openings on Group Committee. This team manages the $, the registration, the fundraising, the communication with Carleton Area and helps with program planning.  We meet once a month and there would be a few hours per month for other carrying duties, but the workload is very low and can be done to fit your schedule.

For information call:

Beavers:
Sonja Garvey

838-3505

Cubs:

James MacLean
831-8617

Registration:
Rorry Harding

838-3791

Munster United Church

Discover Your Community Church

Church office:  838-3463

Services

Munster United Church Sunday services will be held weekly starting September 12th - please join us for worship and fellowship afterwards.  The service time alternates each week between 9:30 and 11:00, as the worship leadership is shared with Ashton United.  Service times will be posted on the church sign and in the Stittsville News.

Ministry

Services are being led by Elizabeth Bryce, our locum minister, while Anne McKnight is on sick leave.  Elizabeth recently returned to the Ottawa area after 14 years of ministry in Saskatchewan, and began her appointment with Ashton and Munster on August 1.  She lives in Ottawa with her partner Paul Dillman, and their three children, Ruth (6), Rebekah (4) and Luke (1).

Sunday School

We will launch a new Sunday School season September 26.  Everyone is welcome and invited to bring a friend.  Children share in the opening part of worship, including “A Time for All God’s Children” and bible reading, then take part in classes based on United Church curriculum.

Wednesday Morning Coffee Hour
Coffee is on the second and fourth Wednesday, of each month from 9:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m watch for signs. 

This is one of longer running community programs offering a drop in time for any at-home mom’s or dad’s and kids. We also welcome those without children to join us for coffee and a chat  Play for the children is unstructured but toys, playdough and drawing equipment are provided. Please join us to meet new faces, renew acquaintances or just relax.  You don’t have to belong to this church or any church to join us.

Anniversary Service

Our 181st Anniversary will be celebrated Sept 26 at 11:00. Join us for the Service and a lunch afterwards. 

Munster Community Choir

We have a children’s choir running in Munster that learns and practices a mix of contemporary and traditional songs and music. It’s for ages 4-12, and last spring we had 30-40 youth come out regularly. No special talent or experience is required.

They meet each Thursday at 3:45-5:00 in Munster United Church (our sponsor). Refreshments are provided.

Special performances will be arranged. Last spring they sang on Mother’s Day to a big crowd and events are being planned for this fall.

For information, please call Lynda Bell at 838-3877.

Christ Church Anglican, Ashton Rector: The Rev’d Jim Kirkpatrick 253-2878
Sunday Services
A warm welcome awaits you at any of our services.  Each Sunday there is an 8 a.m. Eucharist using the Book of Common Prayer followed at 10 a.m. by  Sung Eucharist.

Sunday School

A very busy Sunday School  takes place during the first part of the service and then the children  join us for the Eucharist.

After this service there is a fellowship hour when tea, coffee, juice and light refreshments are served.

Annual Fall Supper - Sat. October 16

We are busy right now organizing our Annual Fall Supper which has been taking place on the Saturday after Thanksgiving for over thirty years and we are looking forward to seeing friends old and new on Saturday October 16 from 4– 8 p.m.  As usual we will be serving cold roast turkey with salads, our famous home made pies to follow as well as tea coffee or juice.  

Our Take-Out Service will also be available

Call Henry at 838-5095 for details on our supper.

Pot Luck Supper 

On the last Sunday of every month we join together for a pot luck supper starting at 5:30 pm – come and join us – you would be most welcome.

Pop Can Recycling

The church is collecting Pop Cans as a fundraiser.  For those of you who were in the habit of collecting for the Scouts you may drop them off to Joy or Colin Price at 21 Butterwick Street and we are see they go to a good cause.

Recreation  Director’s Report


Rink Volunteers

First call for volunteer help for the winter rink season!  If you are interested in helping out with rink maintenance let us know. 

Students looking for volunteer hours are welcome. Please call 

Ian Oracheski (838-8335)

or John Hale (838-4978) for more info.


Ball Hockey

When?
Wednesday Nights - 8:00 pm  Where? 
 Tennis Courts
Contact: 
Ian Oracheski at 838-8335 

Volleyball - will be starting soon.
When? 
Tuesday Nights - 8:30 pm
Where? 
Munster Elementary School 
Gym
Contact 
Lisa Hale at 838-4978


Goulbourn Ladies Bowling League

This League was originally the Munster Ladies Bowling League and we still have several Munsterites  who play regularly.

We play at Merivale Bowling Lanes every Thursday morning from the first week in September until the end of April.  This League is primarily recreational with some friendly competition in the form of League Play. 

Anybody wishing to join us as a full time bowler or occasionally as a spare should call Gwen at 838-4360.

Munster Co-operative Nursery School

Class is back in session at Munster Co-operative Nursery School, located in the Munster Elementary School building. MCNS is a great place for your child, aged 18 months to five years, to have fun, play and make new friends with new students always welcome. We offer the following programs: 

2/3 year old Program:

Tuesday and Thursday mornings
4/5 year old Program:

Tuesday and Thursday afternoons
Toddler Program (for children aged 18-30 month)  on Friday mornings

A supervised lunch is available to children in any of these programs.  This is particularly useful to those also enrolled in junior or senior kindergarten. 

The nursery school is located directly across the hall from the kindergarten classroom and Mrs. Lowes, the kindergarten teacher, always makes a special point of getting to know the nursery school students, allowing for a smooth and comfortable transition from pre-school to Kindergarten, when that important step comes.

As a member of a co-operative nursery school you will be able to participate in the classroom activities as a duty parent on a rotation basis. Parents also serve on the Board or in committee positions. Everyone is involved at their own level. 

Fundraising Activities

The nursery school relies on fundraising to meet many of it's financial goals. Members of the community can support the nursery school and benefit by having access to some great products such as 

MacMillan's frozen gourmet cookie and muffin doughs ~ a great time saver, 

Vesey's spring and fall bulbs, 

Regal catalogue ~ always a winner, 

Balderson cheese  returning this year, 

'Simply Delicious' chocolate  -new this year 

If you have bought any of these items in the past and no longer have a contact in the nursery school please call our fundraising co-ordinator, Ardeth Kirkham at 284-1103 or the school at 838-8754.

Everyone is welcome to get more information about our fundraisers or receive any of our catalogues. 

Cookbook

Don't forget our fabulous cookbook "Cooking With Friends" filled with hundreds of tried and true recipes for your busy family as well as fun crafts to make with your kids. 

MCNS is a part of our community, it's a great way to provide a strong foundation for your child's school career, plus its lots of FUN!

Open House/Parent Orientation Night Tuesday, September 21st, 4:30-7:00 pm

Come and meet or E.C.E. teacher,  Judith Cox, tour the classroom, learn about the Co-op Nursery School and the fun planned for our students. 

Call our registrar,  Carol Belanger at 838-4804 or the Nursery School at 838-8754 for information, a handbook or to book your child's spot.

Visit our website at  http://ca.geocities.com/munstercoop/
Playgoups

Ontario Early Years Centre

This runs at the Munster Community Centre on Mondays from 9:15 to 11:15 a.m. starting on September 13  There is no charge and everybody is welcome.  For more information call Esther    at 825-5590.

Munster Co-op Playgroup

This group will be starting on Thursday October 7 at the Community Centre.  The cost has yet to be determined but should be about $20 per child for the year.  

Please contact Ian Oracheski at 838-8335 for more information.

Every Kid a Card

When heading back to school make sure your child has the one school supply that will help them with all their school and leisure activities – an Ottawa Public Library Card.

Between Sept. 8 – 27 children (up to age 16) that sign up for or renew their library card will receive:  a ballot for a chance to win a $100 Staples Business Depot gift certificate, a 2 for 2 coupon for Ottawa 67’s game tickets and a coupon for a piece of pizza from Pizza Pizza (while quantities last).

Schools can get involved.  If everyone in your class gets a library card, you can enter a draw to win cool prizes like – visits by Ottawa 67’s players and Pizza Pizza class parties.  Canadian Astronaut Steve MacLean will visit a participating class too.

Story Time At The Library

Fall is here again and so is the popular library story time.  Children of all ages are welcome to come on Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m., starting on September 22.  There will be stories, songs and crafts.  Hope to see you there.

Did You Know?

Did you know that if you have a library card and go onto the Ottawa Public library website (http://www.library.ottawa.on.ca) that you can access encyclopedias, magazines and newspapers? If you click on “electronic information” on the menu, you will have entry into databases that contain over 2500 different magazines.  For more information please drop into the library where staff will be more than happy to assist you.        

1,2,3 Read With Me 
This is the library’s infant literacy project. Public Health nurses and midwives delivery a cloth bag filled with information about literacy and libraries, The Incredible Directory (a parents resource list) and a certificate redeemable at any library branch for a free board book. If you declined a visit from the public health nurse, you should receive a package of information containing the certificate.  If you’ve received your bag or information package—don’t forget to bring your baby to the library to get their free book.  If you have not received a bag or information package please contact: jane.venus@library.ottawa.on.ca
“Munster Mosaic”

Come and join us from 7:00 to 9:00 for an evening of good company, interesting conversation, and wonderful crafts.

Date
Event and Teacher
Cost

Sep.15
Workshops on Display


Sep 22
Paper Luminaries
$8.00


Wendy

Sep 29
Flower  Pounding
$5.00


Joni
Oct.  6
Fabric Bowl
$10.00
Joni 
Oct. 13
Cut Lampshade on Mason Jar
$$20.00


Sheila 
Oct. 20
Pumpkin Chime
$8.00
Wendy
Oct. 27
Christmas Placemats
$5.00
Joni
Nov. 3
Carved Candle
$13.00


Sheila

Nov.10
Rag Purse or Bag
$15 00
Joni

Nov. 17
Scrapbooking
$15.00


Wendy Hobbs

Nov.24
Santa on a Plate
$12.00


Wendy


Dec. 1
Snowman
$8.00
Sheila

Dec. 8
Fabric Ornament
$5.00


Joni
Dec. 15
Gift Tags/Wine Glass
$5.00


Lampshade.  Wendy
Don’t forget to Lug-a-Mug for Coffee or Tea.

Call the following for more information or  help

Sheila Cain-Sample
838-4220

Joni Newman

838-3964

Wendy Southin
838-2869
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Deadline for next Newsletter


January 16, 2005


All copy to be with the Editor Joy Price by this date.


Please e-mail to � HYPERLINK mailto:joyprice@echelon.ca ��joyprice@ashtongroup.ca�.


To advertise in MCA Newsletters please call Joy at 838-2039.      .Rates per business card are:


$10 per issue or $35 per year (4 issues)


$75 per year including insertion in Telephone Book


Telephone Book only   $50


Published by Munster Community Association Inc.


P.O. Box 159, Munster, On. K0A 3P0











1st MUNSTER SCOUT GROUP





TONER CARTRIDGE RECYCLING PROGRAM





Call:  Rorry Harding at 838-3791


or Gary Belding at 838-2585





Thank you
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR!


Thursday November 18





MUNSTER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL





14th Annual


Christmas Craft and Home Parties Show


Featuring: 	


Over 30 Vendors, 


Door Prizes, 


Bake Table, 


Frosty’s Restaurant 


Silent Auction


                          


Doors open at 4 PM    SEE YOU THERE!!!
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Devine


Hair Design


838-8878


Catherine Devine





7750 Jock Trail, Richmond, On K0A 2Z0
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